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ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY

As members of various Aboriginal and other communities, we pay 

our respects to the people of the Noongar nation on whose 

Boodja we live and work. 

We pay our respects to Elders past and present, and 

acknowledge their ancient connections from past to the present 

for our safe conduct.

We acknowledge the continuity of Noongar culture, connection 

and contribution to Boodja and community. 

3



C
h
a
i
r
p
e
r
s
o
n
ô
s
 
R
e
p
o
r
t

The last 3 years have been transformational for Binar, but the pace of

change accelerated in 2022. We now have a committed and respected

majority Aboriginal Board of Directors, a highly-skilled Executive Team, pro

bono professional contributors and an amazing group of Aboriginal youth

leaders who have all come through the Binar program. We are all aligned

with our mission to empower Aboriginal youth to build positive futures.

In 2022, we became a registered charity with DGR1 status. We shaped

our strategic direction for the next 3 years, and now have the governance

and disciplines in place to deliver on our strategic objectives.

We could not have got here without the passion, hard work and resilience of

our partners, sponsors, supporters, volunteers and staff. We are grateful to

long-time partners Churches of Christ Sport and Recreation Association

and sponsors APM. Last year, we welcomed HIF Australia to the Binar

family as a major sponsor, plus several other corporations.

In 2022, we received our first significant government funding through the

Department of Local Government, Sport and Cultural IndustriesôTargeted

Participation Program, further boosted by a Healthway grant. This enabled

Binar to broaden its impact into regional WA in a significant way, in

partnerships with Kinjarling in Albany, All-Stars in Bunbury and Kalgoorlie

Indigenous Basketball Academy in Kalgoorlie. We are grateful for their

assistance and look forward to building more opportunities together.

We were very excited when the City of Swan Council took a milestone

decision to support Binarôsproposal to run a domestic basketball

competition in Midland from late 2023. This was the culmination of working

with local stakeholders and the City of Swan Leisure Services team to

complete due diligence and put forward a convincing business case.

There is a lot of work still to do, but these are all significant steps forward in

Binarôsjourney. Looking ahead, we are excited about creating further

opportunities for Aboriginal youth to build positive futures for themselves,

their families and communities.

Andrew Vlahov OAM

Ç Became a registered charity with DGR1 status

Ç Shaped our Strategic Direction for 2023-2025

Ç Celebrated our 5-year partnership with Churches of 

Christ Sport and Recreation Association (CCSRA)

Ç Celebrated some great milestones with our corporate 

partners and on-boarded some new ones

Ç First significant government funding through DLGSC 

and Healthway focused on regional youth in WA

Ç City of Swan supported our proposal to run the 1st 

Aboriginal-led domestic competition in Midland from 

2023 ïan Australian first!

2022

HIGHLIGHTS
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BINARôS STORY

Binar is the Noongar word for meteorïwhen the Spirit Motherôs 

children on Earth are in need of help, she sends her star children 

home in the form of meteors.

Binar began in 2011 as one local basketball team of six Aboriginal 

youths supported by our founder Adam Desmond.

Binar has grown to now having over 1,800 young people (78% 

Aboriginal) in the Perth Metro area and regional WA.

Our programs address genuine community needs related to Sports, 

Culture, Youth Leadership and Youth Development.

More than this, we have become a support system and extended 

family to everyone involved.

Binar has been sustained as a grassroots organisation by a huge 

effort from volunteers plus donations from individuals and 

businesses.

Our story speaks to a culture that values community, family and 

connection to country.

Binar was awarded NAIDOC Program of the Year in 2022.
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WHY WE EXIST
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Challenges affecting Aboriginal youth 

include:

Ç Overcoming entrenched inter-

generational social and economic 

disadvantage amongst Aboriginal 

families in metro and regional areas

Ç Adverse childhood experiences 

causing trauma that affects long-

term health, wellbeing and economic 

prosperity

Ç Factors contributing to higher rates 

of antisocial and criminal behaviour 

by disengaged youth

Ç Insufficient accessible, culturally 

secure and culturally supportive 

opportunities
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BINAR AT A GLANCE

Our Vision is for Aboriginal youth to build positive futures for 

themselves, their families, communities and culture.

Our Mission is to engage Aboriginal youth, promote healthier lives, 

and develop more resilient and empowered young people who can 

build positive futures.

ñEmpowering Aboriginal youth to shoot for the starsò
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ENGAGING IN SPORT

CELEBRATING CULTURE

DEVELOPING YOUTH GROWING YOUNG LEADERS



WHAT WE DO
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Spirit

Body

MindCountry

Culture

Family & 

Community

Heart

Social and emotional wellbeing 

(SEWB) from an Aboriginal worldview 

encompasses a healthy spirit, heart, 

mind and body, which is not possible 

without strong families, communities, 

culture and country (inner ring).

Binar addresses some of the socio-

economic determinants of SEWB for 

Aboriginal youth through Sport, Youth 

Leadership, Youth Development &

Cultural programs outer ring)



OUR STRENGTHS

Ç We strengthen cultural identity and participation, and 

promote reconciliation.

Ç Binar programs respond to genuine community needs.

Ç We provide young people with meaningful sports and youth 

programs not just diversionary activities.

Ç Participants and volunteers choose to get involved in their 

own time in programs that matter to them. 

Ç We listen to and empower youth to lead and teach us, and 

act as role models.

Ç Demand for our programs has grown organically through 

youth and families seeing and experiencing positive outcomes.

Ç Binar is inclusive, offering everyone a place to belong: an 

extended family outside of home.

Ç We bring groups from different locations together to 

exchange ideas and culture, create new friendships and 

strengthen existing ties.
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WHAT WE VALUE
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RESPECT

Our relationships are founded on 

respect, for others and ourselves. By 

being respectful with one another, we 

have built a solid reputation for being 

trustworthy and culturally safe.

RESILIENCE

Binar helps young people build 

resilience in all aspects of their life and 

power through adversity. We 

recognise we are stronger together, so 

we help and support one another.

CULTURE

CONNECTION

We uphold Aboriginal culture, which 

reinforces identity, builds pride and 

confidence for our Aboriginal youth. 

Representing Binar carries the privilege and 

responsibility of honouring our own culture.

Binar values Aboriginal peopleôs connection 

to family, community and country. 

Connection brings a sense of belonging that 

we extend to all Binar members regardless 

of their background. 

EQUITY

We believe everyone deserves equity of opportunity 

to become the best person they can be. We believe 

no one should be left behind and no one should be 

held back.  

EMPOWERMENT

Binar offers genuine opportunities to Aboriginal 

youth that allow them to exercise self-determination 

and build their own positive futures. 



OUR PEOPLE
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Adam Desmond 
Founder

Irshaad Songerwala 
Treasurer

Julie Jones

Andrew Vlahov 
Chairman

Margaret CoyneErnie Dingo 
Ambassador

Lennelle Papertalk

Erika 

Songerwala 
Business Manager, 

Company Secretary

Efrem Garlett-Watson 
Engagement Officer, Mentor

Kashayla Austin 
Competition Admin, Mentor

Taimania Jones 
Referee Coach, Mentor

Troy Kelly
Coach, Mentor

OUR BOARD OUR YOUNG LEADERS

OUR EXECUTIVES

Natalie 

Mippy 
Registrar, 

Competition 

Admin

Boston

Fitch
Competition 

Manager

Josh Kelly
Cultural Group 

Leader, Coach & 

Mentor

Kenny Griggs 
Cultural Group 

Assistant, Coach & 

Mentor

Michelle 

Keen

Office Manager

Leigha 

Martino 
Finance 

Assistant, 

Mentor

Malachi Desmond 
Cultural Group Junior 

Assistant, Coach & 

Mentor

Tahlia Kelly
Coach, Mentor



OUR STRATEGIC DIRECTION

SPORT 

Provide accessible, 

culturally secure and 

supportive sporting 

opportunities to Aboriginal 

youth

YOUTH 

DEVELOPMENT 

Invest in Aboriginal 

youth to build positive 

futures

CULTURE

Encourage Aboriginal 

youth to connect with, 

participate in and 

celebrate their culture 

By becoming a well recognised, 

sustainable registered charity, Binar 

aims toé 

YOUTH LEADERSHIP 

Empower Aboriginal youth 

to become leaders and role 

models

ÅBasketball

ÅNetball

ÅMentoring

ÅAwareness

ÅPerformances

ÅEducation

ÅSEWB

ÅCoachingÅGiving 

back

ÅEducation

ÅCompetitions

ÅEmployability

ÅReconciliation ÅClinics

ÅLeadership 

skills & 

opportunities
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I was very proud when Binar was named NAIDOC Program Of The Year

at the Perth 2022 Awards ceremony. We were honoured to have been

chosen from among a host of amazing programs supporting Aboriginal

people. Binar's award acknowledges everyone who has been involved

over the last 10 years and everyone who is currently involved with Binar.

The popularity of Binar sports programs continues to grow, with more than

1,600 Aboriginal youth across WA taking part in 2022. We reached youth

in regional and remote WA in greater numbers through the Targeted

Participation Program funded by the Department of Local Government,

Sport And Cultural Industries (DLGSC), and took basketball teams to inter-

state competition once COVID restrictions were lifted.

Binar performers were able to share their culture, develop pride,

strengthen cultural identity, promote reconciliation and gain confidence in

performing in front of large and small audiences at multiple engagements.

Iômextremely proud of our young leaders and emerging leaders, who were

involved in organising and delivering most of our programs and events. I

want to thank them all for their commitment and dedication, willingness to

learn and strong desire to give back to their community.

We continued to foster curiosity and learning among Aboriginal children

and youth in Midland through our after-school learning opportunities, which

would otherwise not have been available to them.

We are very grateful to our program partners, who complemented our

capacity and capability, and to our funders who enabled us to do far more

than before.

I want to conclude by thanking the large number of volunteers who

enabled us to deliver our programs; we really appreciate your generous

community spirit and the long hours you put in, sometimes under arduous

conditions.

Adam Desmond, Executive Director and Binar Founder

Ç Awarded NAIDOC Program of the Year

Ç >1,600 Aboriginal youth participated in our programs

Ç Ran basketball clinics and tournaments in regional WA

Ç Participated in the inaugural National Indigenous 

Basketball Tournament on the Gold Coast

Ç Performed at over 90 cultural engagements

Ç Invested in personal and professional development of 

Binar youth leaders

Ç Ran homework classes and an after school program in 

Midland for school students
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Ç $25k Kidsport funding accessed through Binar

Ç $45k hardship funds for fees & uniforms

Ç $120k Grants for regional program*

Ç $190k individual & corporate donations

Ç 13,000+ volunteer hours

YOUTH DEVELOPMENT

20
students

4
tutors

CULTURAL CELEBRATIONS

64
school visits

53
performances 56+ jobs

26
active leaders

YOUNG LEADERSBASKETBALL

11
clinics & 

tournaments

1,079
players

16
competitions

133
domestic 

teams

NETBALL (YR2)

151
players

13
domestic 

teams

* Department of Local Government, Sport and Cultural Industries and Healthway
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SPORTS PROGRAM

PRINCIPAL PARTNERS

PRINCIPAL FUNDERS

WHY THIS MATTERS

Å High interest from Aboriginal youth but low representation 

due to systemic bias and inequity

Å Financial and transport barriers to participation in 

competitions

WHAT WE DO

Å Organise clinics, tournaments and competitions for 

schools and community in metro and regional areas 

(weekdays, weekends and school holidays)

Å Provide inclusive, culturally secure and supportive team

environment

Å Ease financial and transport barriers to participation

Å Offer coaching, mentoring and leadership opportunities

to Aboriginal youth

Å Create pathways to careers in sport
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DOMESTIC BASKETBALL HIGHLIGHTS

In 2022, almost 400 boys and girls between 10 and 17 years old continued

playing basketball in Binar teams at regular domestic competitions across

two seasons at Warwick, Cockburn, Kalamunda, Bibra Lake, Midland and

Morley. Although there were many teams that played in finals and grand

finals, Binar congratulates all the players on their achievements.

Although Binar is still working towards full affiliation with Basketball WA, we

were invited to participate in the State Basketball Championships. About

130 junior players who had not played at that level of competition before

were able to participate, with 3 of our 16 teams winning their grand finals.

To stimulate the next generation of basketballers, Binar ran fun, safe and

inclusive clinics in the City of Swan enabled by a Targeted Participation

Program (TPP) grant from the DLGSC. At one clinic, Mitch Norton and Kyle

Zunic from the Perth Wildcats dropped in to inspire the kids. We then ran a

Year 5/6 Junior Basketball League at Brown Park Community Centre in

Swan View.

Binar junior and senior teams again participated in the Barry Cameron

Memorial Tournament, as Barry was a much-loved member of our Binar

family and the basketball community. Each year, we support the Raiders

Basketball Club to coordinate the tournament.

Our Binar men's team was the winner of the inaugural Perth Summer Jam

event, competing against teams stacked with professional NBL1 players.

They won prize money and a trip to Melbourne to compete in the national

series. Unfortunately, they were not able to participate in Melbourne, owing

to COVID travel restrictions, but were invited to take part the following year.

16
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REGIONAL BASKETBALL HIGHLIGHTS

Binar Futures ran a series of basketball clinics and tournaments that engaged

over 450 youth in Albany, Bunbury and Kalgoorlie, enabled by our TPP

grant from DLGSC and additional sponsorship from Healthway and APM. Our

clinics taught basketball fundamentals, skills and game play, culminating in a

mini tournament.

There is a lot of interest in basketball from young people in regional WA, but

participation is not always easy due to distances, plus financial and transport

barriers. Although Binar focuses on engaging Aboriginal players, 15-50% of

players at the clinics were non-Aboriginal.

We brought along Binar Board members, managers, coaches, youth leaders

and players from Perth. Metro and regional players naturally and easily

bonded, learned from one another and made lasting friendships. We find that

when regional players later came to Perth, they seek out their Binar friends

because of the strong connections they made.

We are very grateful to our regional basketball partners, sponsors and

Gannaways coach tours, all of whom made the program come to fruition.

Binar entered 3 junior teams in the Broome Shinju Tournament, all of whom

won their grand finals. We stepped in last-minute to run a Broome

Invitational Tournament for senior teams, after the official tournament was

postponed. It was a busy trip, with our young leaders also hosting numerous

free community skills clinics for juniors.

Fair Game Australia provided Binar with pre-loved sports equipment to take to

take to Bidyadanga remote community in the Kimberley region, where Binar

ran a basketball clinic and their first basketball tournament in 12 years.
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